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FORT HAYS STATE UNIVERSITY
SCHOOL OF EDUCATION
FALL 1989
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BACHELOR OF SCIENCE, ELEMENTARY EDUCATION
FORT HAYS STATE UNIVERSITY

II.

THE INTERVIEW

The following interview was held on November 9, 1989, with Helen
Martin Hulse.

The interview was conducted in the library at Sacred

Heart School, Plainville, Kansas, where Helen was employed as a tutor/
teachers' aide.

The interviewer was Carol Parker, principal of Sacred

Heart School.
CP:

Helen, let's begin with some personal data about you.

Tell me

your full name, where you were born, and what schools you attended.
RH:

Helen Martin Hulse.

I was born in 1916.

I attended grade school

in Plainville Public School and high school at Plainville Rural
High School.
CP:

What years did you teach?

HH:

1937-1941.

CP:

Which years did you teach at Twin Mounds School?

And at what

other schools did you teach?
HH:

1937-38 at Twin Mounds.

And at Pleasant Valley, High Hills, and

Ash Grove .
CP:

Were you given any special awards as a teacher?

HH:

No, none.

CP:

Have you done any related work in the teaching field since you
retired from formal teaching in the classroom?

HH:

Not until I began to work as an aide at Sacred Heart.

CP:

Now let's begin our discussion of the year that you taught at
Twin Mounds School, Rooks County, Kansas.
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CP:

Let's start with the curriculum.

What was the length of the school

day and what months were you in session?
HH:

From September to the last of April--every day but holidays--from
9:00 A.M. till 4:00 in the afternoon.

CP:

What subjects did you teach?

And what teaching methods and aids

did you use?
HH:

Reading, writing, arithmetic, history, geography, art, and some
music.

Mostly I used just what came naturally and what had been

used to teach me.

We had handbooks and books from the library,

pictures, encyclopedias, and World Books.
CP:

Were there any special classes or programs offered at that time
for special students?

HH:

No, as far as I know, we didn't need any.

They were all pretty

normal students.
CP:

Describe a typical school day for me.

HH:

We got there at 9 o'clock or played on the playground if it was
before 9 o'clock.

At Twin Mounds I didn't ring a bell.

it was time, we just went in.

When

And I thought we were supposed

to begin with a story.

Before that, we'd have the flag salute.

Then I'd read a story.

It was hard to get one suitable for first

as well as seventh graders.

But they all liked to be read to,

and it was time when they didn't have to work.

I can't remember

just what subject was first, possibly reading.

While I was teaching

one class, the others were working on their next day's assignment
or studying spelling or arithmetic, as we called it then.

And then
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we'd have a recess, probably for ten to fifteen minutes, and we'd
all play together.

We'd go out to play ball or on the swings

or merry-go-round that we had.

Then we'd come in for another

assignment, probably math (or arithmetic as we called it back
then).

I felt we needed to have that in the morning--I don't

know why.

Then at noon through the warmer months we'd take out

our lunches.

But during the winter months one of the parents

would bring in a pot of soup or a warm dish.

Or they'd start

it at home and we'd finish cooking it on our pot-bellied stove.
Then we'd eat and have another recess till one o'clock.

When

we went in we'd read again or sing; that's when we'd have our
music sometimes.

Then we would have geography and history.

we'd have recess and play again!
and art.
time.

Then

After that recess, it was spelling

But we didn't have art every day, it was just a fun

It wasn't art like they have now; it was just poster-making

and pictures and drawing.

Then school was out.

one way, two went another, and one a third way.
four to drive the other two and me home.
home to grade.

One student went
My dad came a t

I took all my papers

We dropped off the two little girls on our way.

And that was it!
CP:

It was a pretty long day then.

HH:

It was full!

CP:

What was the atmosphere of your schoolroom like?

HR:

It was beautiful!

Very seldom did we have any problems.

Once I

had a little boy who was very spoiled and thought he'd rule.

One
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time we were having a program, and we were practicing.
that he didn't want to practice.
kicked.

He decided

So he laid down on the floor and

And I said, "Young man, get up, or I'll have to use the

stick on you."

I had a little foot-ruler and he wouldn't get up!

So I did swat!

I wasn't criticized for it.

I didn't intend to

do it when I made the threat, but I had to carry it out.

I knew

what was going on in all the homes because they told me everything.
CP:

Then do you think that you were a strict disciplinarian?

HH:

Not very--I couldn't hurt their feelings .
of disciplining.
is now.

They didn't need a lot

It was a lot different then than from what it

Possibly because it was such a small school, it was more

of a family atmosphere.

There was no competition.

knew what was going on in their homes.

As I said, I

The same little boy came

to school one day with a handprint on his cheek.

When I asked

what had happened, his sister told me that his mother had tried
to pull out the tooth I had told him needed to be pulled the day
before.
him!

When she tried to pull it, he bit her!

And she slapped

I thought what a cruel mother she had to be!

CP:

She probably slapped him without thinking ,

HH:

Probably so.

CP:

Did you have special rules of discipline like we have today with

Those things happen.

our assertive discipline policies?
HH:

Not too many.

We were very quiet!

do in schools now,

We just didn't talk like they

We were taught to be quiet.

went to school, and that's all I knew.

That's how I

So that's how we did it
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when I began to teach.
CP:

Did the Twin Mounds School have a library?

HH:

A little one.

CP:

How big?

RH:

We had a set of encyclopedias, a couple of dictionaries, and probably
ten or fifteen story books.

I was given $25 at the start of the

year to buy what I needed.
CP:

How did you decide on textbooks?

Where did they come from?

RH:

The county or the state decided.

The county superintendent gave

you a list of the books to use,

We didn't have rentals.

They

bought their books at the dime store or the drug store.
CP:

What kind of tests were taken for promotion purposes?

HH:

I gave my own tests.

The books didn't provide tests--or answers.

I'd write a test in long-hand over the chapter.
the end of four weeks, we'd give grade cards.

Back then, at
So we'd have tests

every four weeks, and then at Christmas we'd have half-year tests.
But they were of my own making.

However, at the end of the eighth

grade, there were county tests.

But they weren't too hard.

If

you went to the county superintendent, she 1 d give you a copy of
previous tests to prepare with.
CP:

Did the school have a graduation exercise?

RH:

Not the year I taught there.

If so, when?

The year I taught was the last year

they had school there.

The girl I had in seventh grade didn't

get to graduate there.

Besides, they had county graduations at

one of the schools in Stockton for all the country students.
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CP:

What were some special observances of your school, like Christmas
plays, bees, contests, etc.?

HH:

We had what we called PTA just because it was the parents' night
to come in.

We alternated between the Twin Mounds and the Hrabe

schools--one month here and the next month there.
enough students for a program.

That gave us

Lots of times the teachers were

part of the program, or the young folks of the community were
too.

We'd give playlets or sing songs.

with a Christmas program.
for Thanksgiving or not.

We observed Christmas

I can't remember if we did anything
The one year I taught at Twin Mounds

we had a box supper for the last day of school dinner.
CP:

Now let's talk more about you as the teacher.

How much schooling

did you have in order to teach?
HR:

When I started teaching, I was a high school graduate.

I did

go to summer school two sunnners after I started teaching because
I could see it was going to take some college to keep on teaching.
Then I taught two years, and they did demand of us to have a normal
training certificate.

So when my school term was up that year I went

into Webster where they taught the normal training and took the
last months of normal training.

I passed that.

But in two years

they were going to require you to be working on a college degree.
That's when I got married and started a family.

I didn't want

to teach anymore, so I didn't pursue it.
CP:

Where did you live while teaching at the Twin Mounds School?

HR:

At home here in Plainville.
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CP:

Were you the only teacher at the school at that time?

HH:

Yes.

CP:

Did you have a principal or someone besides the school board to
whom you were held accountable?

HB:

No, no one.

CP:

What evaluation system was used for teachers at that time?

Yho

did the hiring and firing of teachers?
HH:

The school board.

I wrote a letter to see if they were interested

in me for Twin Mounds and followed my letter with a personal
appearance because it was so close to the start of school.

I

had not planned to teach that year, but my love life went on the
rocks, and I decided to become a teacher.

It was just a month

before school started, so I asked the county superintendent what
schools needed teachers, and that was the one.

I wrote my letter

and told them I'd be around to see them.

So one Sunday my mother

drove me around to see the school board.

They called me the next

day to tell me I had the job.
CP:

You must have made quite an impression!

HH:

Yell, one man, Mr. Stamper, said I had his vote right off.

When

we drove up to his farm, there was a real storm coming up.

They

were in the yard catching chickens.
and helped them catch chickens1

I laid down all my paraphernalia

He said, "Anyone who will help

me catch my chickens gets my vote!"
CP:

How were teachers expected to conduct themselves in the community?
Did you have a code of ethics and morals to follow?
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HR:

Very lady-like!

Very lady-like!

I was so shocked when I went

to a teachers meeting at the courthouse in Stockton and went in
the restroom to find another teacher smoking a cigarette!

(She

was shocked too! )
CP:

Describe your duties on a typical day before and after school.

HH:

I always had to get there early.

That's when I'd get my cleaning

done, because my dad was always there to pick me up right at four
after school was out.
up when they left.

But my kids had it pretty well cleaned

I'd get there about 8:15 to sweep and dust

and go out to get water in the water pail.
have to build a fire in the stove.

If it was cold, I'd

Then I'd sweep and dust.

I'd

have the boys bring in coal or firewood enough on Fridays for
the week ahead, so it was all ready to go in the mornings.
CP:

How are teaching ways or habits different now than when you taught?
Do you think that teachers now have it easier or harder than you
did then?

HH:

I think they have it harder now because they have so many guidelines
they have to follow.

When I taught I had no guidelines other than

acting like a lady and doing my job,
twice a year.
CP:

They only checked up on me

Other than that, I was left on my own.

Were you in charge of any extracurricular activities?

Or did you

have any?
HH:

No, not in connection with the school.

CP:

How were discipline problems with the children handled?
the parents involved in the discipline process?

Were
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HH:

I didn't have too many .

I do remember one boy I had to bring

in a couple or three times, and I gave him extra math sheets to
do.

That was the only time I remember keeping one in at recess.

When you had so few, you could see that they got their work done.
You worked with them.

There was never any homework.

There were

few problems with parents.
CP:

Did female teachers handle discipline differently than male teachers?

HH:

Not really.

The students may have been more afraid of a male

teacher at that time, but not now.

I really didn't know many

male teachers back then .
CP:

Helen , let's talk about your students themselves .

What grades did

you teach in your school?
HH:

At Twin Mounds I had first, third, fourth, sixth, and seventh.
It depended on who came to school that year.

CP:

What was the usual age at which a child began school?

HH:

Five or six.

CP:

How many students did you have in your school?

HH:

Seven that year.

CP:

Did many children move in and out of school during the year?

HH:

There was no turnover.

CP:

What was the greatest distance traveled by any student?

How did

most of them get to school?
HH:

They walked.

The furthest walked three-quarters of a mile.

CP:

Did the students of Twin Mounds School come from a particular
cultural or heritage background?
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HH:

All the Hrabe's were Bohemian.

CP:

What was the dress and overall appearance of the students?

HH:

Just "countrified"--regular country kids.
jeans then.

I don't know about the others.

The boys had overalls and lace-up shoes, flannel

shirts and stocking caps in the winter.
dresses.

Overalls--it wasn't

The girls just wore cotton

I can't remember if they ever wore overalls or jeans to

school, but I don't think they did.
CP:

Did you have to have any dress code?

HH:

No.

As I said, I didn't really know what they did in a country

school.

I just took them as they came.

CP:

What was the cost of an education to the student and his family?

HR:

The cost of books mostly.
of the home anyway.
pay for.

They had to clothe and feed them out

We didn't have many outside excursions to

In the spring, we'd go to the School Days they had at

the college (at Fort Hays) for the country schools.
a gift exchange for the Christmas holidays.

And we had

That was about it.

CP:

What was the average number of years a student spent in school?

HH:

Eight.

CP:

What was the number of years actually required to go to school

Very few of them had to be retained.

back then?
HH:

They had to go to eighth grade or age sixteen.

CP:

What type of occupations did the students usually take up?

HH:

One boy became a sheriff.

CP:

Did many of them go on to college?

HR:

None that I know of.

The girls usually became housewives.

The one who became a sheriff probably went
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to some kind of law enforcement training, but I can't say for
sure.
CP:

Now let's discuss the school itself.

When the Twin Mounds School

was built, was the land purchased or given to the school?
HH:

I assume the corner was given to the school and reverted back
to the landowner when the school closed,

CP:

Where did the funds for the construction of the school come from?

HR:

I assume from the taxes the parents in the school district paid.

CP:

Was there an enrollment fee for students at the school?

HR:

No.

CP:

What was the salary when you first started teaching?

HR:

Thirty-five dollars a month.

CP:

What was your salary your last year of teaching?

RH:

Sixty-five dollars.

That was four years later.

raise at each different school I taught in.

I got a ten-dollar

That's why I moved on

each year.
CP:

How was your salary determined?

And by whom?

HH:

The school board just set it.

CP:

Did a teacher have a voice in salary decisions?

HR:

I didn't.

But had I been there longer and the school not closed,

I might have.

I was never in a bargaining position.

CP:

How did you get your pay checks?

HH:

Once a month, it was brought to the schoolhouse by a board member.

CP:

When the Twin Mounds Schoolhouse was built, what materials were
used?
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HH:

It was just a wooden frame building--one room--with a little front
room built off the front door, not a very big one, probably only
six feet by six feet.

I understand that they were all supposed

to have some kind of protection around the front door.
CP:

What was the significance of the school's name?

HH:

It was named for the community.

And the name came from the two

mounds located in the area that appeared very much alike (twin-like)
from a distance.
CP:

Was it a public school?

HH:

Yes.

CP:

What type of heating, lighting, and bathroom facilities were
available?

HH:

There were two two-holers out back.
stove.

The stove was a pot-bellied

There were no modern facilities at all.

my own water.

I carried my own coal.

I had to carry

Usually there was a little

shed out back of all the schoolhouses for a load of coal and wood
brought in for the term.

I usually had the boys go out back for

some coal and some wood before school would be out so I'd have
some for the next morning.
CP:

Did you have your own well out back for water?

HR:

We had a pump with a handle on it to pump water.
with a dipper.

We didn't have individual cups.

We drank it
We all shared

the dipper.
CP:

What about the lighting?

What kind did you have?

HH:

We had kerosene lamps for lighting.

The only time we lit them
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was on PTA night.

We didn't need much light.

It was always

daylight when we were there.
CP:

Describe the interior of the school building.

RH:

I'm sure it was plaster.

Up so high (indicating three feet) was

wainscoting--that wood--around it.

I've often wondered how we

kept pictures up on the walls, but I don't think we did.

I think

we put pictures in the windows, probably with a little paste on
the corners of the pictures because we didn't have Scotch tape.
We had eight windows--four on each side.
to decorate our windows for every season.
week.

And I thought we had
We changed them every

I thought the windows had to be just alike.

So we all

made the same pictures to put in the windows.
CP:

Who was in charge of the upkeep of the building?

HR:

The school board.

CP:

What physical changes occurred to the schoolhouse during the time
you taught there?

RH:

None.

CP:

Were there any physical problems with the building?

HR:

Not that I knew of.

We'd raise the windows and prop them open

with little sticks for air-conditioning.

And I used a skeleton

key to lock the door.
CP:

What were the boundaries of the school's jurisdiction?

RH:

I don't really know.

The schools were all about one and a half

miles apart, however.

Perhaps there was one school for every

four to six sections.
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CP:

How was it decided who went to school there?

HR:

I suppose the courthouse had it all outlined into districts.

CP:

You have already mentioned that the schoolhouse was used for
community social activities as well as for education.

Tell me

what some of those social activities were and any other traditions
peculiar to Twin Mounds School.
RH:

The big thing was the box supper.

And I was just as green about

box suppers as I was about teaching in a one-room schoolhouse.
I'd never been to a box supper.

But I thought we needed a piano.

Here we were in the last year the school would be open and I wanted
a piano!

So we had a box supper to raise money to buy a piano.

And I got my piano from the American Legion for twenty-five dollars.
And they delivered it too!

Then it had to be tuned!

And I'd

already used my twenty-five dollars, so I had no money to have
the piano tuned.

I really don 1 t think my school board thought

I needed that piano, and now as I look back, I know I didn't!
But it was pretty nice!
CP:

You have stated that you had a school board for Twin Mounds School.
Do you remember any of the members' names?

RH:

Yes.

They were Judge Stamper, Ed Diehl, and James Hrabe.

CP:

Did you have an organization similar to a PTA?

RH:

Yes.

We just called it that.

It was really parents and students

together--just a little program.
CP:

Did you have officers?

HH:

Oh, no.

As the teacher, I was the big cheese when it was at my
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school.

When it was at the Hrabe school, that teacher was boss.

CP:

Did any activities take place between schools besides these programs?

HR:

We had some track meets.
at Twin Mounds.

I remember the one while I was teaching

My dad had let me take the new Chevy to school

that day for the track meet, and it started raining.
rained!

It really

But I felt that if it was a track meet that we were

supposed to be at, then we really needed to be there.
pupils and I got in the car and started out.
so hard that we wound up in the ditch!

So my seven

But it was raining

A farmer came by and used

his tractor to pull us out, and we made it to the track meet.
By the time we got there, it was almost time for school to be
out and for us to go home!

But we finished the track meet and

had a good time.
CP:

Were there any controversies surrounding the school while you
taught there?

RH:

No.

CP:

Did the school make any lasting contributions to the community?

HR:

Yes!

The merry-go-round was moved in to the Plainville City

Park.
CP:

Why did the school close?

RH:

All the country schools were closing at that time for lack of
money, and students were being bussed in to town.

And I'm sure

they were getting a better education in town.
CP:

What happened to the schoolhouse?

HH:

It was moved to town.

I heard it was going to be used as a church.
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(NOTE:

Actually, the school was moved to the north end of Plainville

and converted into a home .)
CP:

What happened to the equipment and supplies after the school closed?
What happened to your piano?

HH:

I really don't know.

I've often wondered about my piano.

I just

supposed that if the school was used as a church, the piano went
with it.

But I really can't tell you what happened to the supplies

and equipment from the school.

Usually the parents and students

divided whatever was left in the building, or sometimes the district
had a sale to get rid of the things.
CP:

That's all the questions I have, Helen.
I've enjoyed visiting with you.

Do you have anything else you

would like to add to the interview?
HH:

Thank you for the interview.

No, I think we've covered everything.

